Teamsters Here Bar
$1 Increase in Dues,
Vent Anger on Becl

By EMANUEL PERLMUTTER

Angry members of L.ocal 38Ut
of the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters overwhelmingly
vetoed yesterday a request by
their officers for a $l-a-month
dues increase,

At a turbulent meetmg in
Manhattan Center, Thirty-fourth
Street and Eighth Avenue, they
told the local's officials to reduce
the administrative payroll and
expenditures to help balance the
union’'s finances. -

Uncomplimentary referenees to
Dnave Beclk, the nmjon's interna-
tional president now under in-
vestigation by a Lnited Statey
Qrndle labor-inanagemeng cotne-
miiitee, were shouted frome tne
Clanr. The local’s officers were
accused of “outlandizh hiving.”

More Disclosures Forecast

In Washington, Senator John
L. McClellan predicted that the
Senate committee would soon
have “a great deal more” evi-
dence of wrongdoing on the part
of Mr, Beck than had so far heen
revealed in public hearings. The
Arkansas Democrat, who is
chairman of the select commit-
tee, said it was “presently an-
ticipated that Mr., Beck will be
back before the committee.”

At the meeting here, rank-
and-file teamsters made it clear
thev were taking some new looks
at the unirm leadership. After
Leonard Geiger, Local 804 presi-
dent, had pleaded for the dues
increase from $3 to $4 a month
because the union was assertedly
operating on a deficit of about
$50,000 a year, he was asked

what would happen if the local
went bankrupt.
“1t would probably bhe taken
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levied by the international Mr. Geiger, president of Local
union. 804, is also a vice president of
He was asked whether the in- the Teamsters Joint Council. He

ternational union had given the was & running mate of John J.
local organizational assistance O'Rourke, the new council presie
to compensate for the higher dent. Mr. O'Rourke is generally
levies. Mr. Geiger said no such considered to be the KEastern
assistance had been received. representative of James R.

This information was greeted Hoffa, Mjdwest teamster boss

over by the international,” he by catcalls from the local's now under indictment on charges

replied. “Then you will have
Beck instead of me."”

“We'll see him in jail first,”
somebody announced in the rear
of the hall.

Mr. Beck has been accused by
the Senate Select Committee on
Improper Activities in the La-
bor or Management Field of
misusing possibly $322,000 1in
union funds, He has refused to
answer most of the committee’s
questions, pleading constitution-
al fguarantees- against incrimin.
ating himself,

The vote against the Local
804 dues increase was about
1,400 to 100. It was taken by &
show of hands. The local repre-
sents 2,500 of the United Parcel
Service's 3,200 employes and ap-
proximately 1,500 other workers
in F, W. Woolworth and other
department store warehouses.

Efforts by Mr. Gelger and
other officers to delay the vote
produced a stormy outbreak

from the assemblage. The mem-
bers shouted ‘“Vote, vote, gote!”
until the local president was
forced to call for the expression
of sentiment.
* The dues increase had, been
recommended by the local's
executive board and a majority
of the shop stewards. Dues of
other teamster locals in the
metropolitan area average be-
tween $4 and $5 a month.
Loss of Members Cited

Mr. Geiger said the union had

lost between 1,000 and 1,500
members in the last few years
because of the closing of Wana-
maker's, Hearns and other local
department store warehouses.
He said that in addition to this
loss in dues, the local had suf-
fered from increased member-
ship taxes and assessments

members. of bribing a Senate investigator.
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